40 2 ( ) Vol. 40, No. 2
2026 3 Journal of Hunan University(Social Sciences) Mar. 2026

DOI:10.16339/j.cnki.hdxbskb.2026.02.014

( , 550025)
L ] .
L ] ; ; 5 5
[ 1D922.17 [ 1A [ 1 1008-1763(2026)02-0120-10

On the Theoretical Connotation and Institutional Guarantee
of the Right to Share the Benefits of Science and Technology

NING Libiao, ZHU Kui

( Law School , Guizhou University , Guiyang 550025,China )

Abstract: The right to share the benefits of science and technology refers to the universal right of every
individual to share the benefits and welfare derived from scientific and technological advancement. Rooted
in the international human rights law system, this right embodies core values such as safeguarding
individual rights and interests, advancing social equity and justice, implementing national development
goals. The subjects of this right are characterized by both universality and particularity. Its substantive
content encompasses the right to fair access to the benefits of scientific progress and its applications, the
right to participate in science and technology governance, and the right to be free from scientific and tech-
nological harm. The duty bearers consist of the state as well as non-state actors, including enterprises and
international organizations, with their obligations manifesting across the tripartite dimensions of “respect,
protect, and fulfill. ” Regarding the protection of this right, China has established a multi-tiered normative
system characterized by the synergy between “soft law” and “hard law,” largely fostering a governance
framework that balances innovation incentives with equitable distribution. However, gaps remain in insti-
tutional construction and implementation. To ensure the full enjoyment of scientific benefits for all, China
should: enhance the efficacy of the right to fair access through explicit rights declarations, strengthen the

right to participate in governance by promoting scientific literacy and refining participation mechanisms;
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and reinforce the right to be free from technological harm by prioritizing technological ethics oversight.

Key words: right to share the benefits of science and technology; social justice; concept of sharing;

state obligation;rule of law
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